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Core outcome set 

• An agreed standardised set of 
outcomes that should be 
measured and reported, as a 
minimum, in all clinical trials in 
specific areas of health or 
health care 
 



 
COMET Initiative   

 
• To raise awareness of current problems with 

outcomes in clinical trials 

• To encourage COS development and uptake 

• To provide resources to facilitate this - COMET 
database, guidance, software, workshops, annual 
international meetings 

• To encourage evidence-based COS development 

 

 



 
COMET - looking back 

 
• Liverpool 2010  

 

• Bristol 2011  

 

• Manchester 2013 

 

• Rome 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(NIHR). 

                                 

 





Year of publication  

Add in the figure showing increase by year  



Website   



• Since launch of database on website in August 2011:  

 21491 visitors, 6137 searches, 141 countries 

 

• COMET IV: Austria, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Switzerland, UK, 
US 

 

 International interest  



Scope 

Identifying existing knowledge 

Stakeholder involvement 

Consensus methods 

Achieving global consensus 

Regular review, feedback, updating 

Implementation  

Clear presentation 



PPI in COS                   

• Published COS (n=198)  

- 16% involved either patients, carers, patient support 
group representatives, service users 

- Represented 4% to 100% of all participants 

 

• Ongoing COS (n=49) 

- 90% involve either patients, carers, patient support 
group representatives, service users 

 

• Patient and Public Involvement Working Group 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequency of methods  
Main methods n 

Semi-structured group discussion 

  

106 

  

- Meeting (descriptions include meeting, colloquium, conference where not 

described as consensus development conference)  

60 

- Workshop 41  

- Round table discussion  5 

Literature/systematic review  63  

Delphi  29 

Consensus development conference  18 

Survey  17 

NGT  15 

Focus group  3 

Interviews 1 

  

No methods described   20 

Unstructured group discussion 

Descriptions include task force, work group, working group/party, committee, board, 

panel 

19 



Results – improvements over time 
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Endorsement and uptake  

 
• Trial funders: NIHR HTA, ARUK, AMRC, HRB (Ireland) 

 

• ‘Where established Core Outcomes exist they should be 
included amongst the list of outcomes unless there is 
good reason to do otherwise. Please see The COMET 
Initiative website at www.comet-initiative.org to 
identify whether Core Outcomes have been established.' 

      

• Review sent in Sep to 245 funders in 31 countries  - to 
be followed up 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Promotion  

 
• US meeting, Baltimore, April 2014  

 

• Nature Medicine, August 2014 

 

• New projects started since COMET III:  

- 37 ongoing, 1 in planning stage (database) 

- 16 where people have registered interest, 
submitted funding applications, etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMET - going forwards 

 

• Maintain and keep the database up to date 

• Reporting guideline 

• Quality assessment tool  

 

• COMET Strategic Plan – consultation  

• Implementation plans 

• Methods to monitor uptake 

 

 

 



 
COMET IV Programme  

 
• Survey of COS developers 

• Survey of outcomes used in Cochrane reviews  

• Network meetings to develop capacity to support activity 

• Guidance on how to select a measurement tool 

 

• Recently developed core outcome sets  

• Contributed posters 

• Patient engagement 

• Stakeholder perspectives   

 

• Methods workshops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st May 2015  

 

 We are pleased to announce the 5th Meeting of the COMET 

Initiative   

 University of Calgary,  

Alberta, Canada  





 
www.comet-initiative.org 

 
 

Twitter: @COMETinitiative 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 


